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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specffication shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current 
U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign 
document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. For example the 
limitation of claims 28, 31, 32 and 33 "a content signal requested much..." needs to be 
rewritten. Examiner also suggests clarifying the language of all the claims. 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3, 5-16, 19-36 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kaneko (U.S. Patent No. 6.625.81 1 B1 ) in view of Menard (U.S. 
Patent No. 6.061.056). 

5. Referring to the instant claims, Kaneko discloses a multichannel broadcasting 
system (see abstract). Kaneko teaches that a system output signals of broadcast 
contents in a multichannel broadcasting system, which includes a broadcast content 
storage unit for storing data of the broadcast contents, a plurality of main output buffer 
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apparatuses each assigned to some of several output channels wherein data of 
broadcast contents to be output to the associated output channels is copied from the 
broadcast content storage unit to be output at output times as signals, backup output 
buffer apparatuses fewer in number than the main output buffer apparatuses wherein 
data of broadcast contents to be output to all the output channels is copied from the 
broadcast content storage unit, and a control unit for letting the backup output control 
apparatus output signals of broadcast contents stored therein for output channels 
associated with any of the main output buffer apparatuses to the output channels in the 
event of a failure occurring in any of the main output buffer apparatuses (see abstract), 

6. Referring to the independent claims 1 and 30 , the limitation "a reception means 
for receiving a broadcast content signal; a memory means for storing the broadcast 
content signal received by the reception means" is met by broadcast content storage 
unit (unit 3 in Fig.2A) , which receives broadcast content signal from unit 2. The 
limitation " a transmission means for transmitting the generated content request signal 
are met by filing control module (101 in Fig. 2B), which transmits the filing list (i.e 
request) from the filing operation terminal control module (1 10 in Fig, 2B). While 
Kaneko teaches the use of the limitation "control means" in a form of terminal control 
module (1 1 0) he does not explicitly teach that the control means judges whether or not 
a specified content signal is stored in the memory means. 

7. Referring to the instant claims, Menard discloses a television monitoring system 
(see abstract). Menard teaches a system for monitoring standard broadcast signals, 
comprises a device for receiving the broadcast signals, a user-operable selection device 
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for inputting criteria identifying program content of interest to the user, a database for 
storing data representing the criteria, and a recognition device for generating from the 
broadcast signals a program data stream representative of the program content. A 
comparator for compares the program data with the stored data, and an output device 
carries out a predetermined action, such recording a segment of the program, when the 
program data matches the stored data (see abstract). The limitation " a control means 
forjudging whether or not a specified content signal is stored in the memory means " is 
met by comparator (17 in Fig. 2), which compares the program data with the stored 
data. Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the broadcasting system of Kaneko by adding the 
control means, which judges whether or not a specified content signal is stored in the 
memory means as taught in Menard. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to modify the broadcasting system of Kaneko by adding the control means, 
which judges whether or not a specified content signal is stored in the memory means 
as taught in Menard in order for an output device to carry out a predetermined action, 
such as recording a segment of the program, when the program data matches the 
stored data (see Menard, abstract). 

8. Claims 15 and 29 recite the method and are rejected under the same grounds as 
claim 1 and 30. 

9. Referring to claims 16, 19, 22, 29 and 33-36, the limitation " plurality of the 
transmission apparatuses" is met by output buffers (see Fig.1 of Kaneko). 
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10. Referring to clams 6, 7, 34, and 36, Kaneko shows the use of a plurality of the 
communication apparatuses, reception means, memory means and control means (see 
Fig.1,2Aand 2B). 

1 1 . Referring to claims 2 and 3, Kaneko teaches that the broadcast content consists 
of the video and audio signal (see Fig.2). 

12. Referring to claim 5, it is well known in the art to detect errors in the transmission 
and retransmit the content upon error detection. Is widely used by cellular phone 
technology foe example by NOKIA. 

13. Referring to claims 10 and 23, it is well known in the art to use time division 
technique while broadcasting the content over the same communication lines. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivate to use time division technique for 
more efficient use of available communication lines. Referring to claims 13, 14, 25, 26 
and 27, it is also well known to use ground wave or satellite for sending the broadcast 
content. For example it is used by NOKIA. 

14. Claims 4,17,18,37 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kaneko (U.S. Patent No. 6.625.81 1 B1) in view of Menard (U.S. 
Patent No. 6.061 .056) and further in view of Lotsplech (U.S. Patent No.6.1 18.873). 

1 5. Referring to the instant claims Kaneko and Menard teach the communication 
apparatus comprising control means for determining weather the content is already 
stored in the storage means. Kaneko and Menard, however, do not explicitly teach 
encrypting the content signal prior to storage. 
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16. Referring to the instant claims, Lotspiech discloses a system for encrypting 
broadcast programs (see abstract). Lotspiech teaches the system for encrypting one or 
more broadcast programs. The system includes plural user devices, each of which 
includes plural computer-usable device keys selected from a set of device keys (see 
abstract and Fig.1). Lotspiech shows that broadcast content is encrypted (unit 12) and 
decrypted (unit 30). Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the communication apparatus of 
Kaneko and Menard, comprising control means for determining weather the content is 
already stored in the storage means, by adding the encryption and decryption modules 
as taught in Lotspiech. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
modify the communication apparatus, compnsing control means for determining 
weather the content is already stored in the storage means, by adding the encryption 
and decryption modules as taught in Lotspiech for secure transmission of digital 
programs to in-home devices (see Lotspiech, abstract). 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure: 

U.S. Patent No. 4.750.213 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Grigory Gurshman whose telephone number is (703) 
306-2900. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 AM-5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on (703) 305-1830. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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